
 

                               

      
 

SRI LANKA COLLEGE OF SEXUAL HEALTH AND HIV MEDICINE 
22nd ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS 2017 

 

 ‘Stepping in to the future’ 
 

 

PROGRAMME 
INAUGURAL CEREMONY 

 
Thursday, 05th October 2017 at 6.45 pm 

at the Ballroom 1, Hilton 
 

No 2, Sir Chittampalam A Gardiner Mawatha, Colombo 2, Sri Lanka 

 
Welcome Address 

Dr Darshani Wijayawickrama 
President, Sri Lanka College of Sexual Health and HIV Medicine 

 
Address by the Guest of Honour  

Dr Philip Hay 
Reader and Honorary Consultant, Sexual Health and HIV Medicine,  

St George's University, London, UK 
 

Address by the Chief Guest 
Professor Harendra de Silva 

Emeritus Professor of Paediatrics (SL) 
 

Presidential Address 
“Stepping in to the future” 

Dr Darshani Wijayawickrama 
 

Awards 
Award of fellowships 

Award for the best performance in Diploma in Venereology 
Award for the best performance in MD Venereology 

 

Vote of thanks 
Dr Vindya Kaluarachchi 

Secretary, Sri Lanka College of Sexual Health and HIV Medicine 
 

Reception 

 
 



 

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW 2017 

Theme: Stepping in to the future 

05
th

 October 2017 06
th

 October 2017 07
th

 October 2017 

Pre-congress session and workshops  
(Parallel sessions) 

Venue : The Blue, Hilton, Colombo 
 

Time:  
08.00 am-10.10 am 

Time:  
08:00 am-10:30 am 09:00 am- 

12:00 noon 
09:00 am- 

12:00 noon 
10:30 am- 

12:00 noon 

 
Pre-congress 

session on  
TB/HIV co-
infection 

(in collaboration 
with NPTCCD) 

Venue:  
Auditorium, 
ClinMARC, 
National 

Hospital of  
Sri Lanka 

  
 

(by invitation) 

 
Skills building 

session I 
 
 
 

Venue:  
Ward 43, 
National 

Hospital of  
Sri Lanka 

(for trainees in 
MD-

Venereology) 
 

(by invitation) 

 
Skills building 

session II 
 
 
 

Venue:  
Central STD clinic 

(for trainees in 
Diploma in 

Venereology) 
 
 

(by invitation) 

 
Symposium I 

A new glimpse at old 
problems 

 

 
 

Free papers 
 

Time: 10:30 am-12:10 pm Time: 11:00 am-12.20 pm 

Symposium II 

Creating 
opportunities 

 

Symposium IV 

Sexual health 

INAUGURAL CEREMONY Time:1.10-3:10 Time: 1:20 pm-03:10 pm 

 
Thursday, 05

th
 October 2017, 6.45 pm onwards 

At the Ballroom 2, Hotel Hilton, Colombo 
No 2, Sir Chittampalam A Gardiner Mawatha, Colombo 2,  

Sri Lanka 

 
(by invitation) 

Symposium III  
STIs and cancers: HPV, 

HBV and HCV 

 

Symposium V 

Towards successive 
care in HIV 

 

3.30pm-5.00pm FELLOWSHIP DINNER 

IUSTI 
Asia-Pacific 

Executive committee 
meeting 

07
th

 October 2017 at 
7:30 pm onwards 

 
(by invitation) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Pre-congress session – Thursday 5th October 2016 
Venue: Auditorium, ClinMARC,  

National Hospital of Sri Lanka (NHSL). 

 

TB/HIV co-infection 
Chairperson: Dr Darshani Wijayawickrama 

09:00-09:30 am Registration 

09:30-09:40 am Welcome address 

09:40-10:00 am 
An introduction to the co-infection: Epidemiology and control measures 
Dr. Kanthi Ariyarathne, Director, National Programme for Tuberculosis Control and 
Chest Diseases 

10:00-10:20 am 
Identifying TB HIV co-infection: New approaches 
Dr. Dhammika Vidanagama, Consultant Microbiologist, Chest hospital, Walisara 

10:20-10:50 am Tea 

10:50-11.10 am 
Clinical aspects of TB/HIV co-infection 
Dr. Thushara Galaboda, Consultant Respiratory Physician, DGH, Vavuniya 

11:10-11:40 am Panel discussion (Moderated by the chairperson) 

11:40am Lunch 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARALLEL SESSIONS - SKILLS BUILDING SESSIONS 

09:00 am-12:00 noon 10:30 am-12:00 noon 

5th October 2017 

Skills Building Session I 
Venue – Ward 43, National Hospital of Sri Lanka 

 
Clinical skills building session for  

trainees in MD-Venereology 
Dr. Harindra Veerakathy (UK) 

Dr.Philip Hay (UK) 
Dr. N. Thissera (SL) 

Dr. Janaka Munasinghe (SL)  
 

5th October 2017 

Skills Building Session II 
Venue: Central STD clinic, No 29, De Saram place, 

Colombo 10 
 

Clinical skills building session for trainees in  
PG Diploma-Venereology 

Dr. Mahesh Rathnayake (Aus) 
 



 

PROGRAMME OF SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS 

 

Scientific sessions  - Day  1 - Friday 06th October 2017 
Venue:  The Blue, Hilton, Colombo 

        
 

Scientific sessions day one is a collaborative programme of  
Sri Lanka College of Sexual Health and HIV Medicine (COSHH) and  

International Union Against Sexually Transmitted Infections (IUSTI Asia Pacific) 
 
 

Symposium I – A new glimpse at old problems 

Chairpersons:    Dr Ajith Karawita & Prof Somesh Gupta 

08:00- 8:30 am Registration  

08:30- 08:50 am 
Changing paradigms of who, where and how to screen for Chlamydia 
Prof. Jane S. Hocking, Head, Sexual Health Unit,The University of Melbourne,  
Australia 

08:50-09:10 am   
Trichomonaiasis: Is it underestimated? 
Prof. David A. Lewis, Western Sydney Sexual Health Centre, Australia 

09:10-09:30 am 
Extending the Differential Diagnosis of Vaginal Conditions: Beyond Candida, 
BV and TV 
Dr. Phillip Hay, Sexual Health and HIV Medicine, St George's University, London, UK 

09:30-9:50 am 
Mycoplasma genitalium; Status in South Asia 
Prof. Sunil Sethi, PGIMER, Chandigarh,India 

9:50-10:10 am Panel discussion (Moderated by the chairpersons) 

10:10-10:30 am Tea  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Symposium II – Creating opportunities 
Chairpersons: Dr. L. Rajapakse & Prof David A Lewis   

10:30-10:50 am                        
Syphilis in post elimination era: Control strategies  
Prof. Kaushal Verma, Department of Dermatology and Venereology, All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences, India 

10:50-11:10 am  
PrEP for STI control  
Dr Anne Robertson, Sexual Health Service, Mid Central Health, Palmerston North, 
New Zealand 

11:10-11:30 am  
March of antimicrobial resistance in STIs 
Dr. Philip Hay, Sexual Health and HIV Medicine, St George's University, London, UK 

11:30-11:50 am  
Novel Strategies To Improve STI Screening 
Prof. Seema Sood, Professor of Microbiology, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, 
India 

11:50-12:10 Panel discussion (Moderated by the chairpersons) 

12:10-1:10 pm Lunch 

 
 

Symposium III – Sexually Transmitted Infections and cancers:  
HPV HBV and HCV 

Chairpersons: Dr Chavalit Mangkalaviraj   & Dr Sisra Liyanage 

01:10 -01:30 pm 
Cervical cancer prevention: Where we are and the way forwards 
Dr. Chintana Hapuachchige, Consultant Gynecological cancer surgeon, Maharagama 

01:30 -01:50 pm   
Anal cancer and its precursors  
Prof. Christopher K Fairley, Director of the Melbourne Sexual Health Centre and 

Professor of Public Health, Australia 

01:50 -2:10 pm 
Immunotherapy in HPV 
Prof . Somesh Gupta, Professor of Dermatology & Venereology, All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, India 

02:10- 2:30  pm 
Advances in HBV and HCV 
Dr. Anchalee Avihingsanon, Infectious disease specialist and Clinical Trials Physician, 
Bangkok, Thailand 

02:30-2:50 pm 

The challenges in Hepatitis B vaccination 
Prof. Graham Taylor, Professor of Human retrovirology at Impereial college of 

London, National Centre for Human Retrovirology, St. Mary’s Hospital, London 

2:50- 3:10 pm Panel discussion (Moderated by the chairpersons) 

3:10- 3:30 pm Tea  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Scientific sessions  - Day  2 - Saturday 07th October 2017 
Venue: The Blue, Hilton, Colombo 

Free papers 
Chairpersons : Dr. KAM Ariyaratne & Dr David Barlow  

08:00-08:30 am Registration  

09:00-10:30 am Free papers 

10:30-11:00 am Tea 

 

Symposium IV –Sexual health  
Chairpersons: Dr K. Buddhakorala & Dr Jayadarie Ranatunga  

11:00-11:20 am 
Understanding gender identity 
Dr. Ayodhya Malalagama, Consultant Psychiatrist, Base hospital, Warakapola 

11:20-11.40 am 
Sexual health across the life span 
Dr. Patricia Weerakoon, Sexologist, Sex Therapist and Sex Educator, 
Honorary Senior Lecturer, University of Sydney 

11:40-12:00 pm 
Genital pain in women 
Dr.Veerakathy Harindra, Consultant Physician in HIV/GU Medicine, UK 

12:00-12:20 pm Panel discussion (Moderated by the chairpersons) 

12.20 -1.20 pm  Lunch 

 

Symposium V – Towards success in HIV care 

Chairpersons:  Dr I. Abeyewickreme & Dr. G. Weerasinghe   

01:20-01:40 pm 

Making the best out of your test 
Prof. Graham Taylor, Professor of Human retrovirology at Impereial college of 

London, St. Mary’s Hospital, London 

01:40-02:00 pm 
Update on treatment and prophylaxis for opportunistic infections in HIV 
Dr. Anchalee Avihingsanon, Infectious disease specialist and clinical trial 
researcher, Bangkok, Thailand 

02:00-02:20 pm 
HIV case discussion: Resistance and interactions 
Dr. Philip Hay, Sexual Health and HIV Medicine, St George's University,London,UK 

02:20- 02:40 pm 
At the verge of elimination: EMTCT in Sri Lanka 
Dr. L. I. Rajapakse, Consultant Venereologist, National STD/AIDS Control 
Programme, Sri Lanka 

02:40-03:00 pm Panel discussion (Moderated by the chairpersons) 

03:00-03:20 pm Tea  
 

FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
07th October 2017 at 7:30 pm onwards 

Venue: The Blue, Hilton, Colombo 

 Chief Guest- Dr Kanishka Karunaratne, Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist 

 


